Ebola outbreak in West Africa, Updated ECDC Risk Assessment

01 Oct 2014

Since the start of the outbreak affecting four West African countries there have been more than 6 500 cases of Ebola virus disease (EVD), of which more than 2 000

people are reported to have died, according to reports from the WHO. ECDC has updated its rapid risk assessmant on the outbreak given a number of modeling projections of
the outbreak have been published in recent weeks. The transmission risk of Ebola in Europe remains extremely low. The capacity to detect and confirm cases of Ebola virus in
the EU is considered to be sufficient to interrupt any possible local transmission of the disease early.

Projections made by the different models of the outbreak published in recent weeks all indicate an increasing trend in Guinea, Liberia and Sierra Leone in the coming months.
These projections should be regarded as indicative of possible trends and not as exact predictions. All the models conclude that without significant additional interventions, and
changes to people’s behaviour, thousands of people could be infected.
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"The current Ebola outhreak i unprecedented, which will require an unprecedented effort to bring it under control. As a doctor it has been welcoming to see the reaction,
and in particular, the dedication and professionalzm of the public health community.

ECDC a5 3 scentific organiation cosely studied the recent modeling predictions i1 our sk 2ssessment to better understand what impact these may have, especially in Europe.
Due to the adeguate capacity to detect and confinm cases of Ebola virus in the EL, the transmission risk of Ebolz i1 Europe & extremely low”, said ECOC Director Dr Marc
Sprenger.

The evolving outbreak of EVD in recent months increases the likelhood that residents and travellers to the EVD-affected countries will be exposed to infected or il persons.
However, the risk of infection for residents and visitors to the affected countries through exposure in the community is considered low if they adhere to the recommended
precautions.

Risk of importation to the EU is linked to the number of patients presenting with symptoms and seeking medical attention in the EU.

The risk of Ebola viruses spreading from an EVD patient who arrives in the EU as result of a planned medical evacuation is considered extremely low. If a symptomatic case of
EVD presents in an EU Member State, secondary transmission to caregivers in the family and in healthcare facilties cannot be ruled out. Once the possibiity of EVD has been
recognised and healthcare providers have taken precautions to stop transmission, the risk of spread is reduced to a minimum.

Read the Rapid Risk Assessment: Outbreak of Ebola virus disease in West Africa. Fifth update, 29 September 2014

Read more

Ebola outbreak


http://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/press/news/_layouts/forms/News_DispForm.aspx?List=8db7286c-fe2d-476c-9133-18ff4cb1b568&ID=1073&preview=yes#
javascript:;
javascript:;
javascript:;
javascript:;
http://www.ecdc.europa.eu/
http://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en
http://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/press
http://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/press/news
http://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/press/news/_layouts/listform.aspx?ListId=%7B8DB7286C%2DFE2D%2D476C%2D9133%2D18FF4CB1B568%7D&PageType=0
http://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/press/news/_layouts/forms/News_DispForm.aspx?List=8db7286c-fe2d-476c-9133-18ff4cb1b568&ID=1073&preview=yes#
http://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/press/news/_layouts/forms/News_DispForm.aspx?List=8db7286c-fe2d-476c-9133-18ff4cb1b568&ID=1073&preview=yes#
javascript:;
javascript:ToggleDeveloperDashboard()
http://www.ecdc.europa.eu/
http://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/Pages/contact.aspx
http://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/Pages/sitemap.aspx
http://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/Pages/links.aspx
javascript:S3031AEBA_Submit()
http://www.ecdc.europa.eu/search
http://extranet.ecdc.europa.eu/
http://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/healthtopics/Pages/AZIndex.aspx
http://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/healthtopics/Pages/health_topics_disease_group.aspx
http://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/healthtopics/Pages/health_topics_A_Z.aspx
http://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/publications/Pages/Publications.aspx
http://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/publications/all_publications
http://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/publications/technical_reports
http://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/publications/surveillance_reports
http://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/publications/guidance
http://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/publications/corporate_publications
http://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/publications/special_reports
http://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/publications/meeting_reports
http://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/publications/technical_documents
http://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/publications/mission_reports
http://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/publications/peer-reviewed
http://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/data-tools/Pages/home.aspx
http://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/activities/Pages/Activities.aspx
http://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/activities/diseaseprogrammes
http://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/activities/surveillance
http://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/activities/sciadvice
http://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/activities/epidemicintelligence
http://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/activities/response
http://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/activities/training_activities
http://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/activities/health_communication
http://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/activities/microbiology
http://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/aboutus/Pages/aboutus.aspx
http://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/aboutus/Mission
http://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/aboutus/organisation
http://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/aboutus/Competent%20bodies
http://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/aboutus/external_experts
http://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/aboutus/Partnerships
http://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/aboutus/jobs
http://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/aboutus/calls
http://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/aboutus/key_documents
http://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/aboutus/transparency
http://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/press/Pages/index.aspx
http://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/press/news/Pages/News.aspx
http://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/press/press_releases/Pages/press_releases.aspx
http://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/press/epidemiological_updates/Pages/epidemiological_updates.aspx
http://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/press/scientific_advances/Pages/scientific_advances.aspx
http://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/press/Public_health_developments/Pages/Public_health_developments.aspx
http://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/press/events/Pages/Events.aspx
http://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/press/photos/Pages/PhotoGallery.aspx
http://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/press/ecdctv/Pages/player.aspx
http://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/press/audio/Pages/audio.aspx
http://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/press/media_contact/Pages/media_contact.aspx
http://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/press/communication-tools/Pages/communication-tools.aspx
http://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/press/news
http://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/press/press_releases
http://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/press/epidemiological_updates
http://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/press/scientific_advances
http://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/press/Public_health_developments
http://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/press/events
http://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/press/photos
http://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/press/ecdctv
http://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/press/audio
http://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/press/media_contact
http://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/press/communication-tools
http://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/press/news/_layouts/forms/News_DispForm.aspx?List=8db7286c-fe2d-476c-9133-18ff4cb1b568&ID=1073&preview=yes#
http://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/press/news/_layouts/forms/News_DispForm.aspx?List=8db7286c-fe2d-476c-9133-18ff4cb1b568&ID=1073&preview=yes&preview=yes&pdf=yes
mailto:?subject=This page was recommended to you from ECDC&body=Hi, I just read this paper and thought you might be interested to read it as well.  http://www.ecdc.europa.eu/_layouts/forms/News_DispForm.aspx?List=8db7286c-fe2d-476c-9133-18ff4cb1b568&ID=1073&preview=yes
http://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/publications/Publications/Ebola-Sierra%20Leone-Liberia-Guinea-Nigeria-23-09-2014-rapid-risk-assessment.pdf
http://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/publications/Publications/Ebola-Sierra%20Leone-Liberia-Guinea-Nigeria-23-09-2014-rapid-risk-assessment.pdf
http://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/healthtopics/ebola_marburg_fevers/Pages/ebola-outbreak-west-africa.aspx
http://twitter.com/share?url=http://www.ecdc.europa.eu/_layouts/forms/News_DispForm.aspx?List=8db7286c-fe2d-476c-9133-18ff4cb1b568&ID=1073&preview=yes&text=Ebola%20outbreak%20in%20West%20Africa,%20Updated%20ECDC%20Risk%20Assessment
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=http://www.ecdc.europa.eu/_layouts/forms/News_DispForm.aspx?List=8db7286c-fe2d-476c-9133-18ff4cb1b568&ID=1073&preview=yes&t=Ebola%20outbreak%20in%20West%20Africa,%20Updated%20ECDC%20Risk%20Assessment
http://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?&url=http://www.ecdc.europa.eu/_layouts/forms/News_DispForm.aspx?List=8db7286c-fe2d-476c-9133-18ff4cb1b568&ID=1073&preview=yes&title=Ebola%20outbreak%20in%20West%20Africa,%20Updated%20ECDC%20Risk%20Assessment
http://del.icio.us/post?v=2&url=http://www.ecdc.europa.eu/_layouts/forms/News_DispForm.aspx?List=8db7286c-fe2d-476c-9133-18ff4cb1b568&ID=1073&preview=yes
http://www.digg.com/submit?phase=2&url=http://www.ecdc.europa.eu/_layouts/forms/News_DispForm.aspx?List=8db7286c-fe2d-476c-9133-18ff4cb1b568&ID=1073&preview=yes
http://myweb2.search.yahoo.com/myresults/bookmarklet?u=http://www.ecdc.europa.eu/_layouts/forms/News_DispForm.aspx?List=8db7286c-fe2d-476c-9133-18ff4cb1b568&ID=1073&preview=yes
http://technorati.com/faves?add=http://www.ecdc.europa.eu/_layouts/forms/News_DispForm.aspx?List=8db7286c-fe2d-476c-9133-18ff4cb1b568&ID=1073&preview=yes
http://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/press/news/_layouts/forms/News_DispForm.aspx?List=8db7286c-fe2d-476c-9133-18ff4cb1b568&ID=1073&preview=yes#
http://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/press/news/_layouts/forms/News_DispForm.aspx?List=8db7286c-fe2d-476c-9133-18ff4cb1b568&ID=1073&preview=yes&preview=yes&pdf=yes
mailto:?subject=This page was recommended to you from ECDC&body=Hi, I just read this paper and thought you might be interested to read it as well.  http://www.ecdc.europa.eu/_layouts/forms/News_DispForm.aspx?List=8db7286c-fe2d-476c-9133-18ff4cb1b568&ID=1073&preview=yes
http://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/pages/legalnotice.aspx




